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2 
When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 

3 
to ask him, "Are 

you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"  
4 
Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 

5 
The blind receive 

sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 

good news is preached to the poor. 
6 
Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me."  

7 
As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did 

you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 
8 
If not, what did you go out to see? A 

man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings' palaces. 
9 
Then what did 

you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10 

This is the one about 

whom it is written: "`I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 

you.' 
11 

I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than 

John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

 

In the 1980's, the Minnesota Vikings traded away about five future draft picks for one man who 

was supposed to bring their club to greatness.  His name was Herschel Walker.  They had seen 

highlight films of him.  They had heard all of the hype.  Therefore, they expected him to give them 

instant success.  But after a few games, the fans quickly became disenchanted with their new star.  He 

wasn’t piling up the yards or bringing in the victories that they expected.  They had given up their whole 

future to the Dallas Cowboys, and now they realized that Herschel wasn’t what they expected. 

How many times does that happen in life, when people don’t meet up to expectations?  You 

expect the person you are engaged to to act the same after you are married - but he or she didn’t turn out 

like you expected.  You expected that your job would be a lot more challenging, but things weren’t what 

you expected.  It happens all the time.  So we look back and want a mulligan; a retry; a do over. 

It happened during Jesus’ time as well.  The people during Jesus’ time were expecting a great 

king to come.  But when Jesus showed up, many people were disappointed.  He didn’t meet up to their 

expectations.  John seemed to be one of them.   So he sent his disciples to Jesus to flat out ask Him ~   

 

“Should We Expect Someone Else?” 

 

I.  The question tells us about John 

 

There is some debate as to whether John really asked this question for himself, or whether he was 

just doing it for his disciples’ sake.  Some people find it hard to believe that John the Baptist would 

actually have doubts that Jesus was the Christ.  But consider the situation John was in.  John was in 

prison at this time because he told Herod he was committing adultery.  You see, Herod had taken his 

own brother’s wife from him and acted like she was his own.  So John fearlessly called a spade a spade, 

condemned them to hell, and was thrown in prison for it.   

Now remember what John’s message was.  We talked about it last week.  It was a message of 

judgment, as he told the people, “The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does 

not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” (Matthew 3:10) Notice the sense 



of urgency that he preached with.  He told the people that if they did not repent at the coming of the 

King, they would be thrown into the fire.  He painted it as if it were a do or die immediate situation.  

Repent now or face the wrath of your King! 

Our text says, “When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples to ask 

him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?"  It was his disciples 

who openly said to Jesus, “How is it that we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?”  

(Mt. 9:15)  They were willing to be associated with the Pharisees; almost proud of it; and somewhat 

embarrassed over the way Jesus and His disciples didn’t bother fasting.  You could imagine his disciples 

coming back to him and saying, “Jesus is eating and drinking with the tax collectors!  He is letting the 

Pharisees continue to spread their lies!  Instead of condemning the adulterers, He is preaching 

forgiveness!”   

And then put yourself in John’s shoes.  Here John was, rotting in prison for preaching the law, 

and Jesus didn’t seem to be doing a single thing about it.  John had lots of time to sit and stew over the 

whole situation.  He knew that the King would come to bring judgment, but Jesus wasn’t bringing it.  

His disciples were probably really becoming anxious over the whole situation.  So he just sent his 

disciples to Jesus and asked, “are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?”   

What does this tell us about John? Even though he was a greater man than any of us will ever be, 

greater than Moses, greater than Peter, and greater than Paul, and even though God predicted his very 

birth in the Old Testament, he was not immune from the devil’s temptations or from his own weaknesses.  

He was not incapable of doubt or sinful impatience.  Just by looking at the heroes of the Bible, all of 

them had sinful weaknesses.  Moses was impatient with God, and Elijah went through a time that he was 

tired of the burden God had given him.  John was greater than they, but he was still only “among those 

born of women”.  Strong as he was, John most likely fell into the temptation of doubting whether Jesus 

was the Christ.  Why?  Because Jesus wasn’t meeting his timetable or fulfilling his expectations.  

This question in and of itself can teach us something.  You could be the strongest Christian alive 

right now - you could know your Bible better than any other Christian in the world - you could have such 

a firm foundation that even Paul would call you a scholar - but you could still run into doubts - sinful 

doubts.  If John, the greatest man ever born of women could have impatient doubts, so can you.   

Think about how impatience can eat away at your faith.  I think of the young man who has gone 

through years and years of chemotherapy.  After prayers and prayers and prayers, the cancer just keeps 

coming back.  God promised him, “keep on asking, and it will be given to you.”  But after years and 

years, there are no better results.  So what is the temptation?  There is the temptation to ask, “Where is 

God? How come He hasn’t come to my rescue yet?”  Or you can feel for the mother who has patiently 

tried to bring her daughter back to the faith, but the daughter keeps rejecting her invitations.  The mother 

starts to wonder, “Does God’s Word really work?  Why doesn’t God answer my prayers?”  Why do 

these doubts come?  Because God doesn’t do what we expect, He doesn’t answer our prayers; and He 

doesn’t act as soon as we expect Him to.  As long as we are sinful, we will not always have the same 

timetable as God - and our expectations will go beyond what God has promised.  These will always lead 

to sinful doubts.  The question isn’t if they will come.  The question is when, and how will we deal with 

them? 

Even though John doubted, he didn’t fall from faith.  How do we know that?  Look at how he 

dealt with his doubts.  He still had the faith to at least turn to Jesus for the answer.  He didn’t give up on 



God, without asking Him for help.  This shows us his strength - he hadn’t lost the faith.  It had only 

wavered.   

So even though John doubted, He still gave us a good example as to what to do when those doubts 

come.  Don’t give up.  Instead of getting more depressed over your doubts - remember that even John 

had them.  And remember what John did with them.  Take it to the Lord in prayer.  Look in His Word 

for answers.   

 

II. The answer tells us about Jesus  

 

Now put yourself in Jesus’ shoes.  Here John was, his own relative, the chosen forerunner of 

Christ - to prepare the way for Him, now questioning whether Jesus really was the Christ.  John had seen 

the Holy Spirit descend from heaven and land on Jesus at Jesus’ baptism.  He heard the Father’s voice 

from heaven declaring, “This is my Son!”  What more proof did he need?  John had been chosen and 

called for the specific purpose of pointing people to Christ, and now he was asking if Jesus was the 

Christ.  And this wasn’t just a question asked in private.  John’s disciples asked Jesus if He was the 

Christ in front of a crowd.  Wouldn’t you be a bit disgusted with John?  Who else could Jesus rely on, if 

He couldn’t even rely on John to stay faithful and strong?  And what’s worse, is that people would now 

be tempted to question Jesus’ own credibility after the supposed “forerunner” of Christ wasn’t even sure 

if he was the Christ.  What would you expect Jesus to do?  If that were me, I would have been angry at 

such a question.  I probably would have responded, “You want someone else?  I’ll give you someone 

else!  I’ll give you an angry God!” Jesus had every right to reject John and condemn him for his 

question. 

Instead, what did Jesus do?  Luke 7:21 says, “At that very time Jesus cured many who had 

diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind.”  It was as if Jesus said, 

“Watch this,” and then - pow - a blind man was healed.  A leper was cured.  The demon possessed were 

cured.  And during all of this - He gave the people hope in the forgiveness of sin.  Jesus let his actions 

do the talking, by giving a visible display that He was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prediction of the Messiah 

in Isaiah 35.  So Jesus quoted Isaiah 35 to John’s disciples.  He told John’s disciples, go and tell John 

that I am doing exactly what Isaiah predicted I would do.   

John and his disciples may have been expecting immediate gratification in the swinging of the axe 

on the tree.  They were probably hoping that Jesus would bring judgment down immediately.  They 

may have been shocked that John hadn’t been freed by Jesus yet.  But Jesus never promised freedom 

from prison – not in this world. His promises are fulfilled in heaven, through faith in His salvation.  We 

always need to remember this.  What does His word actually promise us?  Not a heaven on earth; not to 

get everything we want; but all we need in Christ.  His promises are ultimately and physically fulfilled in 

heaven; not on earth.  This is how Jesus first and foremost dealt with John; by performing according to 

the Word. 

And then Jesus went even one step further.  Instead of questioning John’s credentials, He 

complimented him.  He said, “I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen 

anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 

he.”  He even said that John truly was the one predicted by Malachi as the second coming of Elijah.  

Jesus said that the only person who was greater than John, was “he who was least in the kingdom of 



heaven.”  He could have been speaking of those who were already taken to heaven; who no longer had 

any doubts or fears.  Or Jesus could also have been referring to Himself, Who had come to be the least - 

by serving mankind with His death and resurrection.  Either way, instead of squashing John’s faith with 

a harsh rebuke, Jesus practiced what He preached in Matthew 12:20 A bruised reed he will not break, 

and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads justice to victory.    

  Isn’t this just another beautiful picture that we have of our Savior?  When you find something 

beautiful - you want to take as many pictures of it as possible.  You might compare it to taking a picture 

of Michelangelo’s paintings and sculptures.  Who knows how many thousands of pictures and 

reproductions have been made?  But it doesn’t matter.  When something is that beautiful, you want 

pictures of it.  That’s the way it is with Christ.  He is so beautiful, that we want as many pictures of Him 

as possible.  When Jesus answers this question, God is giving us another picture of Christ - from a 

different angle - and this one is just as beautiful. 

This picture shows us Jesus’ love in His patience.  Instead of snuffing out a faith that is doubting, 

Jesus fans it into flame with reassurance.  He knew John was at a moment of weakness - so He showed 

John some of the power and majesty that he was expecting - which would be proof enough that Jesus is 

the Christ.  Instead of ridiculing John, He assured John and his disciples that he too had a very important 

calling. 

This is the comfort we can gain from this text.  When we run into doubts because of failed 

expectations and look to God for answers - He won’t snuff us out and condemn us to hell - even though 

we deserve it.  He won’t question our faith or call us unfaithful servants.  Instead, when we look to 

Christ for answers in His Word, He will simply continue to reassure us, “Don’t fear, I still love you.  I’ve 

already died for you.  You’re still forgiven.   I will do everything I have promised to do.  When you 

die, through faith in me, I will take you to heaven.”  And when we hear His words of promise, we will be 

strengthened in faith - given more patience to wait for Christ to come.  

Isn’t that what happens every time we take the Lord’s Supper?  We may come doubting our 

forgiveness.  We may come doubting God’s love.  But then God says to us in the Lord’s Supper, “This 

is my blood, shed for YOU,” then we are reassured!  “God is still with me!  I am still forgiven. Jesus 

died for ME.”  It gives us strength to make it another month.  Doesn’t it happen every time we are 

reminded of our baptism?  When we wonder if we are really beautiful in God’s sight, we are reminded, 

“the Holy Spirit lives in me!  God has washed my sins away!  I am holy in God’s sight through Jesus’ 

robe of righteousness given me at my Baptism.”  Every Sunday we hear that Jesus died for us, it assures 

us, “yes, my sins are forgiven.”  This will continue to happen, as long as we stay in the Word.  Jesus 

won’t drive us away - He will encourage us back home.   

I can remember going to a class reunion years back.  I was a little bit anxious about going there, 

because I didn’t know what to expect.  I wondered how people would look.  I didn’t know what it 

would be like or what my old friends would act like. 

The nice thing about waiting for the end to come is that we know what to expect.  We know that 

the same Savior who died for us is coming to take us home to be with Him in heaven.  We know that the 

same patient Savior who reassured John’s faith and who continues to build our faith is coming again.  

He hasn’t changed one bit, and we don’t want Him to.  He still has an unconditional love for us.  Instead 

of doubtfully asking, “Should we expect someone else?” we will confidently proclaim, “we don’t want 

anyone else.  He is the One we hope for and expect.”  Amen. 


